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Dear Friends:

The 2001 long session of the Indiana General Assembly has ended
with the passage of a new state budget and several other important pieces
of legislation. I am pleased we completed our work on time in a biparti-
san manner.

The new two-year state budget includes increased funding for educa-
tion, CHOICE and other important programs while avoiding a general
tax increase. The budget also includes funding for several important local
projects that are detailed inside this newsletter.

We passed several other laws that will benefit our state in a variety of
areas, including health care, education, crime, election reform and envi-
ronmental protection. We made improvements to our license branch oper-
ations and passed legislation that will protect consumers from annoying
telephone calls with the establishment of a do-not-call list. I have
described many of these new laws in the next few pages.

In addition, you will find a map of our new legislative district. We are
required to redraw the district boundaries every 10 years due to popula-
tion shifts. I welcome those of you who are new to the district and look
forward to working with you in the coming months to make Indiana a
better place to live.

Please contact my office if you have additional concerns or questions
about state government. You may e-mail me at H95@ai.org or call 232-
9600.

Sincerely,

R E S I D E N C E
5455 N. Arlington Ave.
Indianapolis, IN 46226

L E G I S L A T I V E OF F I C E
House of 

Representatives
200 W. Washington

Indianapolis, IN 
46204-2786
232-9600

H95@ai.org

CO N T A C T

RE P R E S E N T A T I V E

D I C K I N S O N

cd

cd

IInsidenside



Voter’s rights and domestic violence
focus of Dickinson legislation

During this year’s session I was excit-
ed to author a bill relating to voter’s
rights. House Bill 1639 required that a
copy of the Voter’s Bill of Rights be post-
ed in every polling site and on the state’s
Internet election site. The Bill of Rights
would include the qualifications for regis-
tration and voting in Indiana, as well as
what action a voter may take if he or she
is challenged at the polls.

After passing in the House of
Representatives, the bill was defeated in

the Senate. However, I am firmly committed to this bill and the ideas
behind it, and I assure you that I will continue to fight to see that Indiana
voters are made fully aware of their rights as citizens.

Domestic Violence
My colleagues and I were proud to pass House Enrolled Act 1874,

which ensures that people victimized by domestic violence, stalking and
sexual assault do not have to pay a fee in order to obtain a protective order.
This change brings Indiana into compliance with the federal Violence
Against Women Act of 2000.

This new law also enables a judge to consider incidents of domestic
violence that have taken place in front of a child when sentencing an
offender. Also, Indiana will be required to register and enforce protective
orders issued by other states.

oing into the 2001 legislative session,
many observers felt that a sluggish
economy would make it difficult to

enact a biennial state budget without either
passing a general tax increase or cutting funding
for critical areas like public education. However,
the budget bill that became law continues our
record of avoiding general tax increases, while
providing additional state support to our
schools, health care and local projects.

The final version of House Enrolled Act
1001 enables the state to increase support for
public schools across Indiana by an average of
3.5 percent each of the next two fiscal years,
with minimum guarantees built in to help
schools avoid cutting programs and personnel.
Funding for higher education was increased by
an average of 3.2 percent each year.

Services and local development
The budget includes additional funding for

the CHOICE program that provides in-home
care services for the elderly and disabled, as well
as Build Indiana Fund support for research and
technology, community wastewater and drink-
ing water grants, airport development and
improvements to voting systems.

Tax relief
It was disappointing that we were unable

to provide the levels of tax relief that were
included in past state budgets, but I am pleased
that we were able to extend the life of the
homestead credit at 10 percent and maintain
the earned income tax credit that assists work-
ing families on lower incomes.

Businesses and farms will receive an income
tax credit on personal property beginning in
2003, and mobile homes have been changed to
be treated as real property with similar deduc-
tions. The budget bill continues to fund a
statewide property tax relief program that now
takes about 16 percent off all property taxes.
When coupled with the 10 percent homestead
credit, that translates to savings of around 26
percent.

A bill the size of the budget does not con-
tain everything I would like, but considering
the fiscal restraints facing legislators going into
the 2001 session, I feel this budget is a major
accomplishment.
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New budget increases school support,
local development

REP. D ICKINSON WORKS WITH REP.
VANESSA SUMMERS (D -

INDIANAPOLIS) IN THE HOUSE.
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Spending highlights from the 2001-2003 budget



During this year’s session, you may have heard about redistricting in the news. After each cen-
sus, the Indiana General Assembly is required by law to redraw House, Senate and Congressional
district boundaries according to population changes.

District boundaries are very complicated, and it took months of effort and plenty of debate
among legislators. In the end, however, I feel that the district lines we have drawn are as fair as
possible.

For both the current members and those new to the district, I look forward to serving you.
Please contact me if you have questions about the district or any other matters.

Charter schools and other kids’ issues
applications from
interested parties
before the end of this
year.

New kinder-
garten date

Children who turn
five years of age by
July 1 will be able to
attend kindergarten classes
that fall through a provi-
sion included in the state budget. Previously, a child had
to be five by June 1.

Principal evaluations
Local schools will be able to access materials that pro-

vide instruction on resolving conflicts in the classroom,
thanks to House Enrolled Act 1971. The same bill also
enables school principals to be evaluated on criteria apart
from student scores on the ISTEP exam.

The new look of District 95
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After several years of debate,
legislators finally agreed to pass a
bill that will allow charter schools
in the state of Indiana. These are
independent schools that are able
to design their own curriculums
and control their own spending
without worrying about state
authority.

Under Senate Enrolled Act
165, three groups have the ability
to sponsor charter schools: local
school boards, Indiana's public
universities and the mayor of
Indianapolis. Those entities will
be required to set up their own
criteria for establishing the
schools, and advocates are hopeful
that sponsors can begin accepting

Build Indiana
Funds go to
District 95
Since the Hoosier

Lottery began in 1989,
Marion County has

received over $19 mil-
lion from the Build

Indiana Fund. Listed
below are the 2001 ben-
eficiaries in our district.

cd
Computer equipment

and instructional materi-
als for the following

schools:

IPS School 11
$20,000

IPS School 69
$25,000

IPS School 83
$25,000

IPS School 92
$25,000

IPS School 99
$25,000

IPS School 103
$25,000

IPS School 105
$25,000

IPS School 106
$30,000

Arlington High School
$25,000

John Marshall 
Middle School

$25,000

Also receiving support:

Devington CDC

Community Alliance for
the Far Eastside

REP. DICKINSON DISCUSSES LEGISLA-
TION WITH SPEAKER JOHN GREGG

(D - SANDBORN ).
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Privacy from telemarketers and election reform

E-mail: H95@ai.org

In 2001, lawmakers took steps
to help reduce the interruption of
telemarketers calling you at home.
Through House Enrolled Act
1222, you will be able to have
your name placed on a "do not
call" list that will prohibit most
solicitors from contacting you
via the telephone. To be placed
on the list, contact the Office of
the Indiana Attorney General
about the Telephone Privacy List
at 1-888-834-9969.

In the wake of the confusion
that took place in the presidential
election in Florida last fall, law-
makers in Indiana moved quickly
to enact reforms that will change
the way we handle elections here.

Senate Enrolled Act 268 gives
counties the ability to enter into
agreements with the state to pur-
chase upgraded voting equip-
ment. This allows counties to take

advantage of the state's ability to
purchase large amounts of equip-
ment and materials at discounted
prices. Funds contained in the
biennial state budget will help the
state provide 50 percent matching
grants to further reduce those
costs. The same legislation also
eliminates the use of punch-
card voting in future elections.

Through provisions contained
in House Enrolled Act 1510, the
state has moved closer to improv-
ing voter registration in Indiana.
The Indiana Election Division
will make a voter registration
form available on the Internet
that people can download, fill out
and mail in to be processed. The
legislation also strives to update
lists of eligible voters by removing
names of people who are deceased
and convicted felons who are in
prison.

Stay informed about these
and other issues online with
Representative Dickinson


